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by beacon or messenger in time to put on their armour. At any
rate they were not so hard pressed as to be unable to raise their
visors or their beavers.
1. 39. Jedwood-axe. 'Of a truth/ says Froissart, 'the Scottish
cannot boast great skill with the bow, but rather bear axes, with
which, in time of need, they give heavy strokes/ The Jed wood-axe
was a sort of partisan, used by horsemen, as appears from the arms
of Jedburgh, which bear a cavalier mounted, and armed with this
weapon. It is also called a Jedwood or Jeddart staff.—scott.
SfanzaV explains the vigilant state of preparation at Branksome.
The Borderers on each side had to be constantly on the watch against
sudden raids from the other side. Buccleuch was Warden of the
West Marches of Scotland. Warkworth, in Northumberland, was
the residence of Percy, Earl of Northumberland; Naworth, in Cum-
berland, of Lord William Howard; Carlisle, of Lord Scroop-
Wardens of. the English Marches. The noblemen mentioned were
not all Wardens at the date of the story, but the poet of course did
not hold himself bound to exact historical accuracy in such details.
These three were not the only English fortresses from which inroads
were to be feared. There was a regular chain of fortresses from
Berwick to Carlisle, Norham, Wark, Etal, Ford, Comhill, Twizell,
Askerton, Hexham.
In illustration of the degree to which Branksome, 'both from its
situation and the restless military disposition of its inhabitants/ was
exposed to incursions from England, Scott quotes an interesting •
letter from the Earl of Northumberland to Henry VIII, giving an
account of an inroad from Warkworth on the Scottish Border in
1533- The foray was made at night. Percy assembled his men to
the number of 1500 at Wauchope, on North Tyne water, above
Tynedale. They crossed the frontier at eight o'clock in the evening,
and came within striking distance of Branksome about eleven. Then
Percy practised a device familiar hi the irregular warfare of the time,
trying to draw Buccleuch into an ambuscade.. Forayers of Tynedale
and Redesdale were sent on in advance to burn and plunder up to the
gates of Branksome, as if it were merely a raid upon the Scotts by
their English neighbours, while the main body lay in ambush, ready
to fall upon any pursuers Vhom the skirmishers might draw out
of Branksome. Sundry of the Laird of Buccleuch's servants did issue
forth, and were captured; but the Laird himself was top wary to be
caught in that way. Percy therefore spent the night in laying waste
the country, and ' did not leave one house, one stack of corn, nor

